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Zoning Board         October 4, 2011 

Memorial Building         7:00 pm 

 
  

Present: Bill Sullivan (chairman), Bryan O’Day, Susan Chiarella, Gene Hayes, Cynthia Hayes (alt) 

John Chiarella (selectmen rep.)  

Absent: Steven Berkley (alt) Kathy Richardson 

Also present: George McCusker, Steve Handley, Jane Handley, Susan Hankin-Burke, Charlie Hirshberg, 

James Nasiatka, Margarita Posso-Nasiatka, Michael Chiarella, Leigh Callaway and Justin Hastings 

Bill called the meeting to order at 7:00pm  

Minutes of June 5, 2011  

 

Bill Sullivan moved to accept minutes as written, Cynthia Hayes seconded, Board approved. 

 

Susan Chiarella read the following prepared statement I, Susan Chiarella, a member of the Springfield, 

NH Zoning Board disclose that Chiarella Law Office has represented the Handley’s in their purchase of 

the property at 298 Twin Lake Villa Road. The Handley’s contacted my husband, Attorney Michael 

Chiarella, to represent them in the matter before the board and he declined and referred them to Attorney 

Hankin-Birke.  

 

I have no financial or other personal interest in the outcome of this hearing and feel I can act as an 

impartial board member.  

 

Does anyone on the Board or the applicant herself or through her attorney have a problem with me sitting 

on the Board for this hearing? 

 

Email received by Chiarella Law Office: This is to confirm that the Handley’s are in agreement that 

Susan should share with the board that your office previously represented the Handley’s in their purchase 

of the property on which they now seek a variance to construct a garage. 

 

 

Bryan O’Day also stated that while he has employed Susan Hankin-Burke, he felt this would not 

influence his decision on the case. 

 

Cynthia Hayes moved to allow both members to sit on for the hearing. Board found no reason to further 

question either member. 

 

Handley Variance  

 

A Variance is requested from Article VII, Section 7.1 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit: 

construction of a garage 68 feet from the normal high water mark of Kidder Brook 

 

Susan Hankin-Burke presented the case to the Board. Please see attached. 

 

Susan Chiarella asked what the drop in feet was from the back of the purposed Garage to the water. Bryan 

having visited the site that day felt it was between 30-35’.  

 



2 
 

Susan Hankin-Burke felt that was no other location to construct the garage and have it attached to the 

house. She then went over the five criteria that Board must look at for the variance. Please see attached. 

 

Cynthia Hayes asked if the map they were given was a tax map copy or an actual survey, Susan Hankin-

Burke stated it was in fact a survey. 

 

Discussion as to the type of drainage that the owners were going to use for the garage roof runoff. Gutters 

will be installed along the eaves of the front and the back of the roof leading to downspouts. These 

downspouts would then go into a drywell type of unit at the corners of the structure. These would have 

gravel in them for the water to seep into the ground.  

 

Board requested diagrams of the drainage plan, looked as though it was included in application but none 

was found.  

 

Board agreed that a site visit was needed. 

 

Susan Hankin-Burke asked is a decision would be made at the site visit, Bill Sullivan could not promise 

anything because the public might not be at the site visit.  

 

When asked if the garage would have any plumbing the owners replied that there would be no heat or 

plumbing. Also asked if there was any plan to pave the driveway, they don’t plan to. 

 

Bill Sullivan asked if there was any public comment in favor. No comments 

 

Bill Sullivan asked if there was any public comment against. No comments 

 

Selectmen wanted Board to consider the type of stone to be used in the catch basin and what type of 

material used to catch pollutants, the possible future use as an Inn, and future paving of the driveway.  

 

Bill Sullivan warned the applicants that the hearing might take quite awhile. 

 

Continuation of hearing at the site visit scheduled for the 18
th
 at 5pm. 

 

Charlie Hirshberg presented case to the board. 

 

A Variance is requested from Article IV, Section 4.12 of the Zoning Ordiance to permit: the 

construction of a new house with attached garage, septic system, and well within the 100’ buffer. 

 

A Special Exception gravel driveway within the 100’ wetland buffer requires a special exception as 

defined in Article III, Section 4.16b.   

 

Hypothetical house and garage of typical size has been set on plan so that runoff is within setback areas. 

The design of runoff catch areas dependant on design. The original subdivision (dated 11/30/00) indicated 

location of building area. Septic design 3/09 valid for 4 years, design is for a 3 bedroom home/ 450 gal. 

more typical is 300-350 per day usage. Original subdivision will be found and presented at next meeting. 

 

Owner James Nasiatka reported that when the lot was bought there was a guarantee that it was buildable.  

 

Board asked if there were any other locations to put house, garage and/or septic. Charlie felt that the 

location shown was best if not the only.  
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Board asked about the house and garage acting as a dam for water movement. Changing the surface of the 

land would not affect ground water movement.  

 

Cynthia Hayes asked about selling the property to abutters. 

 

Board decided that they needed to look at the property, would like to have house/garage, septic, driveway, 

100’ setback and 35’ setback flagged.  

 

Hearing has been continued to next meeting on November 1, 2011. Visit scheduled for Friday October 21, 

2011 at 5 pm.  

 

Culvert draining onto property moves water from pond on the other side of road. 

 

Registry of deeds filing form. Form has not been decided upon. 

 

Public comments: John Chiarella voiced that Brandt Denniston has expressed interest in being an 

alternate on the Board. Town states that the Board may have 3 alt. at this time there are 2. When asked 

about how an alternate is picked to sit on the Board if needed Bill stated that the longest standing alternate 

is asked first. 

 

Bryan O’Day and Susan Chiarella will be attending the UVLSPC Fall Conference on October 29, 2011; 

they have registered and paid for themselves. Bill Sullivan, Gene Hayes and Brandt Denniston would like 

to be registered and asked that the town pay for their reg. fee.   

 

Board will be ordering new Planning and Zoning books for the coming year.  

 

Motion to adjourn at 8:45pm 

Respectfully submitted 

Tamara Butcher 
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